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A Mother's Prayer 

Almighty and most merciful God, Lord 
and giver of life, Thou, in Thy great love, 
hast seen fit to bestow upon me this price- 
less treasure of a little child. Make me 
worthy to be a mother ; give me patience 
and an unselfish love. Teach me to 
guide my child's thoughts and footsteps 
into Thy Way, and help me by my actions 
always to point the right path. All this 
I ask for Thine only Son's sake, who 
gave His life for me. Amen. 



A Teacher's Prayer 

O Lord Most High, pour down Thy 
blessing upon these children whom Thou 
hast committed to my charge. Give me 
grace to train them in Thy faith, fear, 
and love, that, as they grow in years, 
they may grow in grace, and hereafter be 
found in the number of Thine elect chil- 
dren, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
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Part I 
The Lord's Prayer 



Foreword to Mothers and Teachers 

After having had the great privilege 
of teaching in a Sunday-school for three 
years, I tried to make my little ones real- 
ize the sacredness of the Lord's Prayer. 
I talked to them as best I could, but with 
small result. They still rattled it oflF, 
looking about the room, first on one knee, 
then on the other, lounging against their 
own bench or the one in front ;— in fact, 
taking any position that suited. 

When children are repeating the 
Lord's Prayer at home, alas, one is apt 
to see the same irreverence. I have 
watched little children kneeling at their 
mother's knee, mechanically saying the 
Lord's Prayer, and it has seemed to me 
that they were trying to get through with 
all possible speed ; and the same is true 
even of older children. 
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I have frequently asked children in my 
department if they had been taught the 
Lord's Prayer, and invariably they would 
answer, " Yes." " Do you understand the 
meaning of the sentences you are say- 
ing ? " would be my next question. The 
braver children would answer, "No," 
while others would give all sorts of queer 
replies. 

" Has not your mother explained it to 
you?" I would then ask. "Oh, no! 
Mamma says she can't, or she will some 
other time, or she is too busy." So it 
would seem that the Lord's Prayer, the 
prayer of all prayers, is often taught to 
children at home without an effort to ex- 
plain its meaning. Many a mother has 
said to me, "Tell me how, and I will 
gladly explain it to my child." I believe 
that a child old enough to memorize the 
Lord's Prayer, is certainly old enough to 
be reverent in repeating it, and to be able 
to grasp the meaning of the sentences he 
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is uttering, provided they are explained 
to him in simple language. Whether 
he goes to Sunday-school or not, it is 
surely the duty and privilege of a mother, 
not simply to require her child to commit 
to memory the Lord's Prayer, but, as she 
teaches each sentence, to explain the 
meaning at the same time. 

Looking over class-rooms in any large 
Sunday or day school, while scholars are 
repeating the Lord's Prayer, a person 
could without the slightest diflSculty 
point out the children who had been 
taught the prayer at home reverently, 
and at the same time had it explained 
to them. 

Usually when the prayer is made clear 
to children, the explanation is far be- 
yond the comprehension of the average 
child from three to ten years of age. I 
wrote for kindergarten and primary de- 
partments these short talks, forming them 
on the same lines as those followed by 
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the great kindergarten teacher Froebel, 
bringing the unseen down to the seen ; 
for what a child says and does, others 
will easily understand. In this manner 
we can help children to take in the 
higher order of things, making what they 
had hitherto repeated mechanically, a 
reality and a part of their daily lives. 

These talks may be lengthened 6r 
shortened, as the mother or teacher sees 
fit ; but I would suggest that the extreme 
limit of teaching should be not more 
than five minutes, for children tire very 
quickly, and when we lose their interest 
we can teach them little or nothing. 

The definitions are from Webster's 
Dictionary, and the illustrations are the 
result of my own observations ; they 
are simply hints for mothers and teach- 
ers to weave in with their own personal 
experiences with their children and 
scholars. 

To teachers, let me suggest that the 
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illustrations they take must be in keep- 
ing with the environment and atmos- 
phere in which their scholars live. 

Mothers can easily procure plenty of 
illustrations, if they will carefully watch 
their own and other children ; then they 
can bring something they have said or 
done right into the lessons. It will 
make them much better, clearer, and 
more interesting. 

I have set down four leading questions 
after each lesson, but they can be read- 
ily multiplied, if any one cares to pro- 
long her subject. 

I think there should be frequent re- 
views to see if the children understand 
the main points. 

After the entire course has been com- 
pleted, teach them to sing the chant,^ 
kneeling with eyes closed. At home, or 
in Sunday or day school, it has been 
found to add greatly to the reverence 

'Page 67. 
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with which they will repeat the Lord's 
Prayer. 

As these lesson talks will no doubt 
fall into the hands of some who use the 
form of the Lord's Prayer and the Ten 
Commandments as given in the Book 
of Common Prayer, and of others who 
use only the King James Version, both 
Prayer Book and Bible versions are given, 
in order that the largest possible number 
of mothers and teachers may be reached. 

Elizabeth Casey Bispham. 



CHAPTER I 

PEAYER 

What does " prayer " mean ? 

Earnestly asking God for something. 
You run to mother and ask for things 
you want, because you love her and 
you know she loves you. With even 
greater love we ought to go to our 
Heavenly Father, for things we want, for 
help, and with all our troubles. 

Then, again, we should be careful to 
notice the needs of others, and be sure to 
pray for them. If we tflways pray only 
for ourselves, our prayers will be most 
selfish. 

Prayer is simply talking to God. A 
little prayer night and morning is hardly 
enough for Him whose love for each of us 
is so great. It surely does not take more 
than a minute to stop what we are doing, 
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once or twice during the day, and gay a 
few words to God, either for ourselves or 
for some one else. 

A little boy who happened to be awake 
in the middle of the night, thought he 
heard a noise down-stairs ; he at once got 
up, went out into the hall and leaned 
over the banisters to listen. He heard 
nothing, so quickly returned to bed. 

His little brother then cuddled up to 
him and said, " Norman, weren't you 
afraid to go out into the dark, dark hall 
all by yourself?" " No," replied Nor- 
man, " Why should I be afraid ? I felt 
God's hand in mine all the time." Does 
not this show that Norman talked often 
with God, and by so doing felt that He 
was with him ? 

God is near to us all the time, but we 
do not feel that He is near, because we do 
not talk often enough to Him. 

How should we pray ? 

If possible, always have a certain place 
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in which to pray ; go there quietly ; kneel 
down ; remain perfectly still for a moment, 
in order to bring your mind to what you 
intend doing, and then pray with all your 
heart. Never did any one pray as God's 
dear Son Jesus Christ. He prayed many 
times during the day, and sometimes al- 
most all night long. Form the habit of 
praying, or talking to God, when you are 
little children ; then when you are grown 
men and women, it will be a part of your 
daily life. 

Qaestions 

1. What does " prayer " mean ? 

2. How often should we pray ? 

3. How should we pray ? 

4. What habit should we try to form, 
when we are little children ? 



CHAPTER II 

THE LORD'S PEAYEE 

Why is this prayer called " The Lord's 
Prayer " ? 

While Jesus was here on earth,^ He was 
once praying in a certain place, and when 
He stopped, one of His disciples said to 
Him, "Teach us to pray." He then re- 
plied, " When ye pray, say, 

Our Father which art in heaven, Hallowed be 
Thy name. Thy kingdom come. Thy wiU be 
done in earth, as it is in heaven. Give us this 
day our daily bread. And forgive us our debts, 
as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil : For Thine 
is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 
for ever. Amen. — King James Version. 

Our Father, who art in heaven, Hallowed be 
Thy name. Thy kingdom come. Thy will be 
done on earth. As it is in heaven. Give us this 
day our daily bread. And forgive us our tres- 

^St. Luke 11: 1,2. 



THE LORD'S PRAYER 21 

passes, Ab we forgive those who trespass against 
us. And lead ns not into temptation ; Bnt deliver 
ns from evil : For Thine is the kingdom, and the 
power, and the glory, for ever andev^. Amen. 
— The Book of Common Prayer. 



That is why it is called " The Lord's 
Prayer," because it is the one prayer which 
He gave to His disciples. They at once 
taught it to other people. It was handed 
down from one generation, or family, to 
another, until to-day you and I are saying 
the very same prayer. 

This prayer contains everything to help 
us lead a better life. It has eleven parts, 
consisting of seven favours for which 
Jesus told His disciples to ask God ; and 
four truths which declare what God is to 
us. 

How carefully, reverently, and slowly 
we ought to repeat it, so that we can think 
of the seven favours we are asking God to 
grant, and the four truths we are stating. 

The Lord's Prayer is the most wonder- 
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ful of all prayers; many have been 
written since this one, and many more 
will be written this year, next year, and ^ 

in years to come ; but the Lord's Prayer j 

will always stand first among all prayers. 

Qv^estions 

1. Why is this special prayer called 
" The Lord's Prayer " ? 

2. How did we get this prayer ? 

3. What does this prayer contain ? 

4. What prayer comes first among all 
prayers ? 



CHAPTER III 

THE PIEST TEUTH 

Our Father which art in heaven. — King James Vernon. 
Our Father, who art in heaven. — I%e Book of Common 
Prayer, 

What does " our Father '' mean ? 

God is the Father of us all. Each one 
of us has or had an earthly father, who 
lives or did live in this world. He earns 
the money, and with it buys for us the 
home in which we live ; the clothes we 
wear ; the food we eat. He watches over 
us and loves us. He tells us what we 
must do, and what we must not do, and 
he is so good to us that we cannot help 
loving him with all our heart, and mak- 
ing him our friend. 

Now, we also have a Heavenly Father, 
but this Father belongs to us aU, so 
we begin the prayer by saying, " Our 
Father," and then, " which (who) art in 
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heaven," thus making sure to which 
father we are talking; not the earthly 
father, but the One who belongs to us 
all, and who lives in heaven. 

Then our Heavenly Father has done 
what our earthly father could never do ; 
He made the whole world, and all that is 
in it, such as the beautiful flowers, trees, 
the singing birds, and all the animals. 

He also made you, and me, and, in 
fact, everybody on the earth. When He 
made us. He gave us voices, with which 
to pray and sing to Him ; hands and feet 
to work for Him. So, when we start the 
prayer, we must be sure not to forget to 
whom we are speaking. The Great 
Father of all fathers, who loves us each 
and all just the same ; who belongs to 
each and all ; who watches us so lovingly 
all day long and guards us during the 
night ; and who fondly listens to every 
one, — grown people and little children, — 
when they pray. 
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Our dear Heavenly Father, your 
Father, my Father, who cares for and 
loves us all. 

Q!iJie8tion8 

1. How many fathers have we ? 

2. What does our earthly father do 
for us ? 

3. What did our Heavenly Father do 
for us ? 

4. What does our Heavenly Father do 
for us now ?• 



CHAPTER IV 

THE FIRST PAVOUE 

Hallowed be Thy name. — King James Version, 
Hallowed be Thy name. — TTie Book of Common Prayer, 

What does " hallow " mean ? 

To make holy, or to treat as sacred. 

Now, God's name should always be 
holy to us. It should be the Name above 
all other names. No name should ever 
be put before His name. When we speak 
of God, we should always do so with 
great respect and reverence ; because it is 
a holy name, and we hold it as sacred. 

How often we hear our dear Heavenly 
Father's name spoken thoughtlessly on 
the streets, and alas I sometimes in our 
homes, and the person doing so is not 
always corrected, or punished. 

For that reason, when God wrote the 
Ten Commandments, He put in the Third 
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about taking His " name in vain." He 
wants us to hold His name sacred at 
all times, in all places, and in everything 
we do. We should never let it fall from 
our lips without thinking or carelessly, 
like other names. 

What President, who died not many 
years ago, do we all admire so much, 
although none of us here has ever seen 
him ? Abraham Lincoln, of course. Are 
we not showing every year that we 
honour him, by setting aside his birth- 
day, the 12th of February, as a holi- 
day ? When we speak of this great man, 
it is always with respect, is that not 
true? 

Now, our feelings of respect and honour 
for God should be far greater than we feel 
or show towards any one that has ever 
lived, or is still living. No matter where 
we are or to whom we are talking, if we 
should speak of Qod, it must be in a 
sacred way. 



28 SHORT LESSON TALKS 

Questions 

1. What does ** hallow " mean? 

2. What does the Third Commandment 
teach ? 

3. How do we feel towards Abraham 
Lincoln ? 

4. How ought we to feel towards God ? 



CHAPTER V 

» 

THE SECOND PAVOUE 

Thy kiDgdom oome. — King Jamea Version. 

Thy kingdom oome. — l%e Book of Common Prayer, 

What is a ** kingdom " ? 

A country ruled by a king. God is 
our king, everybody's king, because He 
is ruler of heaven and earth. He is the 
King of Kings, and all the angels in 
heaven are His people, and they obey 
Him and worship Him. 

Do all His people on earth obey Him, 
and worship Him ? Alas I by no means. 
There are a great many people who do 
love, obey, and worship Him ; there are 
also some who have heard all about Him, 
but they seem not to love Him at all I 

Then, again, there are many, many un- 
fortunate people who have never heard 
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about God in all their lives : these people 
are called heathen. How very sad it is I 

That is why we ask this second favour, 
" Thy kingdom come," meaning that 
God's earthly kingdom will soon become 
like His Heavenly Kingdom — every one 
obeying Him and worshipping Him. 

How can we help to make God's king- 
dom grow on earth? By sending min- 
isters all over the land, especially to 
heathen countries, to tell those poor ig- 
norant men, women, and little children 
all about the Heavenly Father. Such 
ministers are called missionaries. 

How can we help the missionary ? By 
saving our pennies, which go to take care 
of these good men, and to buy Bibles and 
other books that tell about God, and send- 
ing them to the missionaries to be given 
to the heathen. If we have no money to 
give, we can surely pray that God will 
bless all missionary work. 

We can also help God's kingdom to 
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grow on earth by always trying to do and 
say what is right, and so help those about 
us to live better lives. 

Thus, in these two ways, — by helping 
the missionaries and by doing and say- 
ing what is right — we can help to make 
God's kingdom on earth like His king- 
dom in heaven. 

Q^€8tion8 

1. What is a '^ kingdom '' ? 

2. What is the difference between 
God's earthly kingdom and His Heavenly 
Kingdom ? 

3. What is a missionary ? 

4. How can wa help to make God's 
earthly kingdom like His Heavenly 
Kingdom ? 



CHAPTER VI 

THE THIED FAVOTJB 

Thy will be done in earih, as it is in heaven. — King James 
Venion, 

Thy will be done on earth, as it is in heaven. — The Book of 
Oommon Prayer. 

What is the " will " ? 

That part of the mind by which we de- 
cide to do or not to do something. , Why 
do you move your hands and legs ? What 
makes you turn your head from one side 
to the other ? 

It is your will. Let me explain : You 
feel cold ; you want to feel warm. What 
will you do ? You move at once to the 
fire, because you know when you are cold 
the warmth from the fire will make you 
warm. Now it was your will that made 
you move your legs, and in that way you 
reached the fire. 

" Will " is action or movement prompted 
by your feeling. 
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There are many other feelings beside 
that of heat and cold. We can feel happy, 
and our will prompts us to clap our 
hands or sing. We can feel pain, and our 
will prompts us to cry. 

Your will lives in a little house called 
the " brain." 

Have you a telephone in your house ? 
Well, the girl at the central office makes 
the connection for all the messages to be 
sent everywhere. 

Now, your brain is the central office, 
and your will is the telephone girl. All 
the things you do or say, are the mes- 
sages sent by your will all over your 
body. What sort of children you are, de- 
pends upon what sort of a will you have. 

A good pure will makes a good pure 
child. A bad will makes a bad child. 

How very necessary it is for us to have 
the right kind of a will. 

** Thy will be done on earth, as it is in 
heaven." 
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God's will is the kind of a will we 
must try to make ours like. His will is 
absolutely perfect, and so He never does 
or says anything that is wrong. If our 
wills were like God's will, what a very 
different world this would be. No sin 
anywhere, everybody good. That is what 
we ask in this third favour. If our wills 
become like God's will, we will always be 
obeying Him, and loving Him, just as 
the angels do in heaven, for it is their 
will always to follow God's will. 

Questions 

1. What is " the will " ? 

2. Where does our will live ? 

3. How is our will like the telephone 
girl. 

4. Whose will must we try to make 
our will like 7 



CHAPTER VII 

THE POUETH FAVOUR 

Give OS ibis day our daily bread. — King James Vertian, 

Give us this day our daily bread. — The Book of Common 
Prayer, 

What does " our daily bread " mean ? 

"Our daily bread" here means not 
only the bread we eat every day with 
butter spread upon it, but everything we 
eat every day. 

Have any of you a pet animal at home ? 
What do you have to do for that pet 
every day; in fact, three times a day? 
Feed it, of course ! If you did not feed 
this pet which you are so fond of, it 
would die of hunger. 

How about you and me ? We need to 
have food every day, otherwise we might 
die. Even the trees and flowers need 
food to keep them alive. Their food is 
rain and sunshine. 
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So you see all creatures and living 
things need food in order to live. 

Who provides all this food ? Our dear 
Heavenly Father, and it is only through 
His love for us, that we have such good 
things to eat. 

Take bread for an example : The cook 
makes the flour into loaves, and then 
bakes them in the oven ; but before she 
can bake them, the miller has to grind 
the grain into flour at the mill, and be- 
fore the miller can grind the grain into 
flour, a tiny seed is planted in the ground. 
The seed soon sprouts, grows, and then 
the grain forms. The cook may be able 
to bake the loaves of bread out of the 
flour, but neither she nor any one else 
can make the seed grow in the ground. 
Only God can do that. So it is to God 
we owe our bread. 

Again, take the juicy peaches, that are 
so good in the summer. All winter the 
peach-trees look dead, but they are not, 
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because Qod is keeping them alive. He 
makes the sap (that is, the blood of the 
tree) run all through their roots, just as 
the blood flows through our body, in this 
way keeping them well and strong. Later 
on, when the warm sun of spring comes, 
the sap runs up into the branches, and 
we soon see the leaves forming ; then the 
blossoms come, and at last the peaches. 
We should never have any kind of food, 
if it were not for God's loving care of us. 

Surely His kindness is great, and we 
must never forget to thank Him each day 
for our " daily bread." If you are not in 
the habit of thanking God for your food 
before beginning a meal, start to-day, and 
be sure to keep it up. " Grace " is what 
we call that little prayer of thanksgiving. 
Here is a " Grace " for you to learn : 

" Make us grateful, dear Heavenly 
Father, for this food, and all Thy bless- 
ings. Amen." 

If no one will say it with you aloud, 
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you know you can say it all to yourself; 
God hears you just the same. 

QmestUms 

1. What does "our daily bread" 
mean? 

2. To whom do we owe all our food ? 

3. Do you thank Him at each meal ? 

4. Recite to me the "Grace" you 
daily say at home. 



•>» 
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CHAPTER VIII 

tSb fifth favotjb 

And forgive us our debts. — King Jcm^ Vernon, 

What is a " debt '' ? 

A " debt " is the thing which one person 
owes another. 

Henry and James were talking at recess 
one day, when suddenly Henry exclaimed, 
" Oh, there is the pretzel-man," and off he 
darted, returning soon with a nice brown 

pretzel in his hand. 

. "* ■ " 

" Aren't you going to buy one, James ? '' 
he asked. 

"No," replied James, "I have no 
money with me." 

. " That, makes no difference; FU lend 
you a cent," answered Henry. So he 
promptly handed a cent to James. 

" Thank you,"fsiaid James, " I will pay 
you back to-morr6w." 
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Henry had loaned James a cent, and 
James was in debt to Henry for that 
money. Now, until James paid back 
the money to Henry, he would be in 
Henry's debt. 

You can also be in debt for kind acts 
and loving words. For instance, if a 
schoolmate has been kind to you in 
some way, you feel you owe her some 
kindness, in return, don't you ? Can you 
not pay back that kind act the next day, 
by helping her with a difficult sum, or by 
saying a loving word if she seems to be 
in some sort of trouble ? 

How can we be in debt to God ? God 
gives us a great deal of love. Do we give 
our love in return to Him ? I fear not 
all the time. Are we not in debt to God 
for love ? 

God gives us hands and feet to work 
for Him. Do we always work as hard 
for God, as we ought to ? Are we not in 
debt to God for work ? 
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God gives us a voice to pray and sing 
to Him. Oftentimes we forget our 
prayers, and we are so busy with our own 
songs, that we neglect to sing to God. 
Are we not in debt to Him for prayers and 
songs of praise and thanksgiving ? God 
is so good and generous to us in many, 
many ways that we are constantly falling 
into His debt. 

When we say this fifth favour, " And for- 
give us our debts," we should repeat it 
very slowly, trying to remember the 
times during the day we have neglected 
to return to God something He has given 
us, thereby falling into debt to Him, and 
if we are earnest in our prayer, He will 
surely forgive us for our carelessness, or 
lack of thought. 

Qaestwns 

1. What is a " debt " ? 

2. Mention some difierent kinds of 
debt. 
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3. Whose debt are we constantly falling 
into? 

4. In what ways are we in debt to Him ? 



And forgive as our trespasses. — The Book of Common Prayer, 

What does " to trespass " mean ? 

" To trespass " is to go against any per- 
son's wish. 

Have you not often seen this sign in 
the middle of a man's lawn: " Keep off 
the grass"? Why is it placed there? 
Because the owner does not want any one 
to run across his lawn. Now to run across 
the lawn, while that little sign is there, 
makes us a trespasser, and when we tres- 
pass we are going against the man's wish. 

But we can trespass in many more 
ways, than running over a man's lawn, 
when he has placed a sign there. Think 
hard now : Have we ever trespassed ? 
Yes, very often. When we disobey our 
mothers, fathers, teachers, or any one who 
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directs us, we trespass. When we disobey, 
we do wrong, or we sin. So that when 
we say, " Forgive us our trespasses," we 
are simply asking God to forgive us our 
sins. 

Can you think who is the One we tres- 
pass or sin against more than any one 
else? Our dear Heavenly Father. We 
might obey the man's sign on his grass 
plot, but over and over again we forget to 
obey God's sign, which is His voice in our 
hearts, saying, " Don't do this ; don't do 
that." When we say, " Forgive us our 
trespasses," we should repeat it very 
slowly, stopping to think of the times we 
have trespassed against our Heavenly 
Father and others, during the day, in 
thought, word, and deed. Don't forget, 
you are asking God to forgive you your 
sins, and if you can, try to remember all 
of them, which you have done during the 
day. 



U SHORT LESSON TALKS 

Questions 

1. What does " to trespass " mean ? 

2. When do we trespass ? 

3. Whom do we trespass against more 
than any one else ? 

4. What is God's sign ? 



y 



CHAPTER IX 

THE SIXTH PAVOTJB 

. As we forgive our debtors. — King Jamea Version, 

What is a "debtor"? 

A " debtor " is one who owes another 
person something. 

Suppose you loaned a little friend a 
book ; she would be your debtor. Why ? 
Because she had borrowed that book from 
you, and until she returned that book to 
you, she would still be in your debt. 
This is the case with anything she might 
borrow from you. 

Now suppose this little friend did not 
return the book to you, or in other words, 
pay back her debt. You would be very 
apt to feel hurt or angry with her, and 
perhaps it would break up your friend- 
ship. This ought not to be the case, 
whether she returned the book or not. 
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You should neither get angry with her, 
or allow it to break up your friend- 
ship. 

This is why the sixth favour is placed 
in the prayer. We ask God to give us a 
willing and kind heart, so that we may 
be able to forgive those who are in debt 
tons. 

" As we forgive our debtors." 

We are every day falling into God's 
debt in: many, many different ways, 
and He is willing to forgive us all the 
debts we owe Him. Now, if God is will- 
ing to forgive the many debts we owe 
Him, surely we ought to be willing to for- 
give the people who are in our debt. 

Think of the many, many debts we owe 
God, and what a terrible thing it would 
be if He were not willing to forgive them, 
and wipe them out forever 1 

Questions 
1. What is a '* debtor " ? 
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2. In this sixth favour what do we 
ask God to do ? 

3. What are we doing all the time to 
God ? 

4. What does God do with our debts ? 



As we^'forgive those who trespass agamst us. — The BoqJc of 
Common Prayer, 

ilave you ever had a quarrel with a 
little friend of whom you are fond, and 
then the next day would not speak to 
her except to say, " I am mad at you '' ? 

Why do you act that way? It is 
because you allow to stay in your heart 
a bad feeling against that friend. You 
think she has done you a wrong, or been 
mean to you. Are you sure she is all to 
blame, and that you did nothing in any 
way to make her angry ? Suppose she 
was to blame ; is that, a Christian-like 
way for you to act ? Are you following 
out what you say in the Lord's Frayer, 
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" As we forgive those who trespass 
against us " ? Never, never say anything 
you do not mean to try to carry out. If 
you thought she had done you a wrong, 
you ought to have gone and told her so. 
Then both of you could have talked the 
matter over. Now, if she had really 
done you a wrong, I am sure she would 
soon acknowledge it, and ask you to for- 
give her ; as you hope she will forgive 
you some day when you are mean and 
unkind to her. It is very hard to for- 
give a little friend who you think has 
not been fair to you, but that is what we 
pray to have strength to do. 

There is another part to this favour 
quite as important as forgiving a mean 
act, and that is forgetting as well. This 
is a much harder thing to do, than to for- 
give. 

Many times we forgive but do not for- 
get ; we remember the trouble every time 
we meet that friend, and our feeling to- 
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wards her is never the same. It can't be 
when we have a " grudge " in our heart. 
When you have been naughty, do you 
think for a moment your loving mother 
stores that naughtiness up in her heart ? 
By no means 1 You ask her to forgive 
you for what you have just done, and 
she willingly not only forgives you, but 
forgets as well. 

How about our Heavenly Father? 
Suppose He remembered all our sins and 
stored them up against us? Can you 
imagine anything more dreadful ? I am 
glad to say, He forgives us our sins, if we 
are truly sorry and ask Him, and He 
never remembers them against us, but 
forgets all about them. 

To forgive really, we should also for- 
get. 

Questions 

1. When you quarrel with a friend, 
what is the usual result ? 



r 
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2. If we think a friend has done us a 
wrong, what ought we to do ? 

3. Besides forgiving a wrong done to 
us, what else ought we to do ? 

4. What two things does God do to 
us? 



CHAPTER X 

THE SEVENTH FAVOUE 

And lead ns not into temptation, but deliver ns from 
evil. — King James Version, 

And lead ns not into temptation; but deliver nsfrom 
evil. — The Book of Common Prayer, 

What does "temptation'' mean? 

" Temptation '* is the act of being tried 
or tested whether or not we will do a 
wrong thing. 

We are never tempted without know- 
ing it, and no one has ever lived who has 
not been tempted. Temptation is like 
a mosquito, for it keeps coming back 
again and again to worry us. The more 
we brush the mosquito away, the more 
it comes back, hoping it will be able 
to bite us. Sometimes it succeeds, and 
sometimes we can brush it away for 
good. Because our temptations are so 
strong, God has placed this seventh 
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favour in His prayer, so that we can 
ask Him to help us ; for without His 
aid our strength would soon fail and 
we would then give in. God will surely 
give us strength to resist temptation if 
we ask for it with faith in His promise, 
that He will help us always in time of 
need. When we overcome temptation, 
we feel much nearer to God, and our 
friendship with Him is closer. How 
strong we feel at night if we have kept 
hold of God's hand during the day and 
in that way withstood temptation. 

But suppose we give in? That is 
when we cannot brush the mosquito 
away, and it bites us. Then we fall 
into evil, or sin ; and that brings us to 
the second part of this favour, " But 
deliver us from evil." 

Temptation is like a battle between 
two armies ; just as long as the battle 
goes on, the excitement is great, but as 
soon as the white flag of truce (which 
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means that one side gives up) is shown, 
then all is over. It is the same way with 
you and me. Just as soon as we give in 
to temptation, we give ourselves up to 
evil, we give ourselves to sin. So we ask 
God to deliver us from evil ; that means, 
help us from giving in to sin, and we 
shall win our fight. 

Why do we fall into temptation ? It 
is because we are too sure of ourselves. 
Although we ask God to help us, we will 
not let Him, and pay no attention to 
His voice in our hearts. God's voice, two 
and three times, speaks to us when we 
are about to do wrong, and tells us not to 
do it. 

Don't trust in yourself, but place all 
your trust and faith in God, and when 
He speaks to you pay strict attention ; 
then do as He tells you. 

Q^€8ti(yi^s 
1. What does " temptation " mean ? 
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2. When we overcome temptations, 
how ought we to feel ? 

3. When we yield to temptation, what 
do we do ? 

4. When does God's voice speak to 
us? 



CHAPTER XI 

THE SECOND TEUTH 

For Thine is the kingdom [forever]. — King James VeriUm, 
For Thine is the kingdom [forever and ever]. — The Book 
of Common Prayer, 

Who governs or rules the United States ? 
A president. Does he rule forever ? No, 
eight years is the longest time ; then an- 
other man takes his place. How about 
England ? A king rules there. Can he 
rule forever? No, only as long as he 
lives. Then his son probably becomes 
the king. Now look at France: the 
people there, many years ago, were ruled 
by kings, but now a president governs 
them. You see in France they had what 
we call a change of government. Do you 
know of a king who rules forever, and 
whose kingdom will never change ? God 
is such a King, and He rules His King- 
dom forever. These earthly kings die, 
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and others take their place. People die 
and no longer belong to any earthly 
kingdom, but God's kingdom lasts forever, 
and we who belong to Him on earth still 
belong to Him after death, the only dif- 
ference being that we are with Him and 
closer to Him. 

This second truth we must say very 
clearly. We are telling our Heavenly 
King that we are His true and loving 
children here in His earthly kingdom, 
that we know He is our King, and that 
when death comes to us, we are then 
taken to His Heavenly Kingdom to re- 
main forever with Him. 

Qaesti(yii$ 

1. How long do earthly kings rule? 

2. Who is the King that rules forever ? 

3. How long is God our King ? 

4. What do we say in this second 
truth ? 



CHAPTER XII 

THE THIED TETJTH 

And the power [forever]. — King James Version, 
And the power [forever and ever]. — The Book of Common 
Prayer, 

What does " power " mean ? 

" Power " means strength, or the abil- 
ity to do something that is asked of us. 
If you were walking down a crowded 
street in a strange city all by yourself, 
would you not be very much afraid? 
But suppose your little hand was tightly 
clasped in your father's big hand ; would 
you not feel perfectly safe? Of course 
you would. You would feel safe and 
contented although you were a stranger 
in the city. Why ? Because you know 
that your father is kind and strong 
enough to keep you safe from any harm. 

" And the power." Repeat this third 
truth with great reverence. It means 
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that God has power that is just as much 
greater than our earthly father's, as the 
big Brooklyn Bridge is larger than the 
tiny bridges we make out of wet sand 
and little sticks when we are spending 
the summer at the seashore. How does 
God show us that He is so powerful ? 

By making so many of us good when, 
unless God's power was in our hearts, we 
would be always bad ! Now because we 
have faith in God, we assure Him of our 
trust in His power, and we know that by 
means of His power we can be kept from 
all harm and evil ways. 

Think of the difference between man's 
power, and God's power 1 The steam that 
makes the mighty engine move is its 
power, but sooner or later the fire that 
makes the steam will go out, and the en- 
gine will come to a standstill. After the 
engine has been in use for a number of 
years, it will wear out, and then be laid 
aside. 
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It is only God's power that lasts " for- 
ever," — that lasts always. Every other 
power begins and ends, but our dear 
Heavenly Father's power keeps going on 
and " is the same yesterday, to-day and 
forever I " 

Questions 

1. What does " power " mean ? 

2. How does God show us that He is 
so powerful ? 

3. What is the difference between 
God's power and man's power ? 



CHAPTER XIII 

THE POXJETH TEUTH 

And the glory, forever. — King James Version. 
And the glory, forever and ever — The Book of Common 
Prayer, 

What does the " glory " mean ? 

All the beauty that surrounds our 
Heavenly Father. 

Have you ever gone out on your porch 
on a summer morning, and after looking 
about you for a few moments said, " What 
a glorious day 1 " Why did you say 
that? Because you enjoyed the beauty 
of everything you saw ; the clear blue sky 
with now and then a fleecy white cloud, 
the bright sun shining overhead, the 
green grass and leafy trees, lovely flowers 
with the sparkling dew still upon them, 
and the air filled with their sweet per- 
fume. No wonder you cried from your 
very heart, " Oh, what a glorious day I " 
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And yet towards noon this beautiful pic- 
ture changes. Heavy dark clouds begin 
to gather, chasing the bright ones away ; 
the sun is hidden, the flowers look dull, 
the air grows heavy, and finally drops of 
rain begin to fall. Then the storm comes, 
and you sigh and say this time, " What a 
glorious morning it was ; how I wish it 
could have lasted forever." Nothing here 
on earth can last forever, and that brings 
us to the fourth truth in the prayer, 
" And the glory forever and ever." We 
want God to know that we realize the 
great " glory," that surrounds Him, will 
last forever. If you thought the morning 
was beautiful, made so by God, what 
would you say if you saw " the glory " 
that always surrounds, or is about. Him ? 
You would not know what to make of 
it; for no words can possibly describe 
" the glory " that is about our Heavenly 
Father! It never fades, never lessens, 
but shines forever and ever. When we 
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go to sleep forever on earth, God takes us 
to His glorious kingdom, where by His 
love, we join His angels, and see all our 
dear ones that have gone to sleep before 
us. 

Questions 

1. What does " the glory " mean ? 

2. Describe to me something you 
think is glorious. 

3. How long will it last ? 

4. Can we describe " the glory " that 
surrounds God ? 



CHAPTER XIV 

THE PmAL WOED 

Amen. 

What does " amen " mean ? 

" Amen " means " so be it." 

Let me give it to you in simpler lan- 
guage. 

" Amen " means " all right." The word 
is placed, if you will notice, after every 
prayer and hymn. Why is it put there ? 
Like everything else in this wonderful 
prayer, the prayer of all prayers, it is put 
there for a purpose, and we state at the 
end this final and last truth. 

We say " Amen " to all we have said 
before. 

Did your mother ever greet you on a 
bright morning in the early spring, say- 
ing, ''This afternoon, after school, we 
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will go to the country and gather wild 
flowers " ? 

You at once clap your hands and ex- 
claim, "All right" Why did you ex- 
claim, "All right"? Because you love 
your mother, and you have such faith in 
her, that you at once say, " All right," 
showing you understand, agree with her, 
and will be ready to go with her. 

" Amen " means that kind of an " all 
right." Over and over again we repeat 
the word, not realizing what we are say- 
ing, or to whom we are praying. 

" Amen " is also a very sacred word. 

The Lord's Prayer ends with " Amen," 
and we should repeat it very reverently, 
trusting that God will do for us what we 
have just asked ; and because we feel sure 
that God will do what we have asked, 
we add " Amen." 

Once more, let me repeat this truth to 
you. "Amen " is placed after every prayer 
and hymn (for you know a hymn is 
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oftentimes a prayer sung), to tell God 
what we have just said or sung, we be- 
lieve in our hearts, and hope to practice 
in our lives. 

Now we have finished the Lord's Prayer. 
You have carefully studied it, I feel sure. 
Let us all clasp our hands, bow our heads, 
and repeat this little prayer : 

"Dear Heavenly Father, I love this 
beautiful prayer of Thine more than I 
have ever done before, because I under- 
stand it now as a little child should 
understand it. 

" Help me, dear Father, always to repeat 
it reverently, and at the same time realize 
all that I am asking of Thee, and saying 
to Thee. Never let my thoughts wander, 
and please forgive me all the times that I 
have carelessly repeated it, for Jesus' sake. 
Amen." 

Q^estions 
1. What does " amen " mean ? 
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2. Where do we always find the word 
" amen" ? 

3. How many favours have we asked 
God for in this prayer ? 

4. Can you tell them all to me ? 

5. How many truths have we stated ? 

6. Can you tell them all to me ? 



* THE LORD'S PRAYER 
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Our ITather (^^^^) art iu heaven. haUowed be thy 



name. 
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and forgive ns onr debts aa we 
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-a?- 
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ev-er A • - men 
*^ {£?pSIS!^*.^l'^Z7:^r}"«««"« A . men 



* Both tha King James* version and tb*tof Bookof Ck>iiuoon Praye]: an given. 
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Morning Prayers 

Now I wake I see the light, 

'Tis JeBus kept me thrpngh the night. 

To Him I lift my eyes and pray, 

That He will keep me through the day. 

If I should die before His done, 

Oh, God, accept me through Thy Son. Amen. 



Grant me, O Lord, to pass this day in 
gladness, and without sinning, in order 
that when night comes, I may be victo- 
rious over all temptations, through Jesus 
Christ our Lord. Amen. 



Forgive me, dear Heavenly Father, all 
my sins. Watch over me this day, pro- 
tect me in all dangers, and help me in 
all temptations. Keep me from evil 
thoughts, all careless words, and wrong 
actions. Make me faithful in my work, 
and kind and patient towards those with 
whom I have to do, for Jesus' sake. 
Amen. 
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Night Prayers 

This nighty my Gk)d, for Jesus' sake 
Thy blessing give to me ; 

Pardon my sins ; may I amke 
A better child to be. Amen. 



I thank Thee, God, that all the day 

Thon hast my footsteps led ; 

Oh, goard me through the night, I pray, 

Within my small white bed. 

And when the day begins to dawn 

And birds and children wake, 

Oh, keep me near, and make me Thine, 

In every step I tiULe. Amen. 



Most merciful God, send down the rays 
of Thy light, enlighten the darkness of 
my mind, that I may see and know the 
sins which I have this day committed, in 
thought, word, or deed, and whatsoever 
good I have left undone. Give me the 
grace of true sorrow, that I may acknowl- 
edge them now, and hereafter hate them 
as I ought. Amen. 



Jesns, tender Shepherd, hear me. 
Bless Thy little lamb to-night; 

Through the darkness be Thou near me, 
Keep me safe till morning light. 
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All this day Thy hand has led me, 

And I thank Thee for Thy care ; 
Thou hast clothed me, wanned and fed me; 

Listen to my evening pnyer. 

Let my sins he all foigiven, 

Bless the friends I love so well, 
Take os all at last, to heaven, ] 

Happy, there with Thee to dwell. Amen. 



Part II 
The Ten Commandments 



Foreword to Mothers and Teachers 

The lesson talks on the Ten Command- 
ments are written a little diflferently from 
those on the Lord's Prayer, inasmuch as 
there are fewer illustrations. The Com- 
mandments are taken as laws, and conse- 
quently are facts stated. The lessons are 
a trifle longer on account of the subjects 
being wider and larger. Five to seven 
minutes, however, should easily cover the 
longest talk. 

The Commandments ought certainly 
be taught to every child who has reached 
the age of six years. They should learn 
them by heart. The younger ones should 
be made to remember only the fundamen- 
tal truth in each Commandment. The 
lessons they can readily understand and 
practice. 

Questions are given at the end of each 
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lesson. They can be enlarged upon as the 
mother or teacher sees fit. Review fre- 
quently. 

A thorough examination by teachers 
upon the Lord's Prayer and the Ten Com- 
mandments at the end of the term, when 
the course is finished, I know is good, for 
it shows whether the children have re- 
tained what has been taught them. 

In the home, mothers have great advan- 
tage over all school-teachers, because they 
have the children so much more of the 
time, and by careful and systematic watch- 
ing can bring these lessons into their work 
and even into their play. I have talked 
with many day-school teachers upon the 
value of systematic moral and religious 
training in the day-schools ; and they 
have told me that a course of lessons, 
such as these, ought to be of great assist- 
ance to the teachers of both day and Sun- 
day-schools. If our young people were as 
well grounded in the meaning and rami- 
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fications of the Ten Commandments as 
they are in reading, writing, and arithme- 
tic, untold suflfering, trouble, and sorrow 
might be averted, and a better generation 
of men and women would grow up to 
help on good deeds, and the teaching of 
the Word of God. 

The Ten Commandments have never 
been set to music, but it is a good and 
most eflFective plan for the children in 
both day and Sunday-school to recite them 
and then chant the responses.^ 

After each Commandment, I have 
placed a little prayer which I have found 
most helpful, because the central truth is 
emphasized. 

1 Page 150. 



CHAPTER I 

FOE WHAT PUEPOSB WBEB THE TEN 
COMMANDMENTS WEITTENf 

Many years after God made this beauti- 
ful earth, a certain tribe of people called 
*' the Israelites " lived in a far-oflF land 
called Egypt. They were not happy there, 
because they were not able to go about as 
they pleased, as you and I can, but were 
obliged to work hard all day long. They 
were slaves, and were most cruelly treated 
by their task-masters and the king of the 
country who was called Pharoah. 

God had selected the Israelites to be 
" His chosen people," so He told a great 
and good man named Moses to make him- 
self their leader, and take them from 
Egypt, where they were so ill-used, to a 
beautiful country not far away, which 
God called, " the Promised Land." There 
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they could live as they wished, and daily 
worship Him. In Egypt the king and 
all the people worshipped idols, such as 
animals and images made of gold and 
silver. They never worshipped the true 
God, and the Israelites were often made 
to worship their idols. 

Moses accepted the position of leader 
and soon afterwards this huge body of 
people, numbering tens of thousands, 
started for " the Promised Land." God 
watched them during their journey all 
the time, because they were " His chosen 
people," and He loved them very dearly. 
After travelling for some time they came 
to a desert. The water they were carry- 
ing gave out. You know you will never 
find any brooks or streams in a desert. 
God then caused a delicious stream of 
water to come out of a big rock, and every 
one had all he wanted to drink. Later 
on, the food was all gone. God then 
made food in plenty to fall down from 
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heaven, so they had all they wanted to eat. 
This food was called manna. If God had 
not given them the manna, every one 
would have died of hunger. 

Would you not think the Israelites 
would have loved God then, even more 
than they did away oif in Egypt? Alas, 
no I When they became free from the 
Egyptians, and were able to do as they 
pleased and worship God every day, they 
grew lazy, wicked, and selfish. Little by 
little they forgot all about Him. Again 
and again, Moses reminded them of God's 
goodness, telling them over and over how 
He had taken them out of slavery in 
Egypt; how He had given them water 
and food, thereby saving them all from 
death. They would be ashamed and 
promise to do better, but their promises 
lasted for only a short time ; they would 
become just as disobedient and wicked as 
ever. They even fell into the evil way of 
the Egyptians, and began to worship the 
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figure of a calf, made of gold, putting God 
entirely aside. 

It was then that He did something es- 
pecially to make them give up worship- 
ping the golden calf, and to help them 
live better lives. 

God made ten laws, and commanded 
Moses to come up to the top of a high 
mountain called Mount Sinai. There 
He gave these laws to Moses for him to 
read and teach to the Israelites. 

Qaestiona 

1 . Name this particular tribe of people. 

2. Where did they live ? 

3. What did God call them ? 

4. Name their leader. 

5. Where did God direct them to go ? 

6. What dreadful thing did they do 
on their journey ? 

7. What did God do to help them ? 



CHAPTER II 

WHAT AEE THE TEN COMMANDMENTS! 

What is a " law " ? 

A rule given by a person in authority. 

Could any of you boys and girls who 
study arithmetic possibly do a sum all by 
yourselves without any guide at all ? Of 
course not ; but after you had studied the 
rules of arithmetic, the doing of the sum 
would then become clear to you, and 
soon, after a little work, you could get 
the correct answer. Suppose you had 
nothing to guide you, no rules of any 
kind, could you have gotten the correct 
answer ? No. 

In our last lesson we studied how 
wicked, selfish, and forgetful the Israelites 
had become. Then it was that God, 
through Moses, gave them those laws to 
live by, so that they might learn how to 
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become pure and good. Moses, according 
to God's instructions, went up to the top 
of Mount Sinai, and God gave him the 
laws. They were written on two pieces of 
flat stone, four on one stone and six on 
the other, making ten laws in all. Those 
ten laws were nothing but ten rules, and 
those ten laws or ten rules were called the 
Ten Commandments. Do you under- 
stand? 

The first four Commandments tell us 
our duty towards God ; the other six 
Commandments tell us our duty towards 
our neighbour. 

Who made you ? God, to be sure 1 
When you first came into this world, a 
tiny bit of a baby, you were as pure as 
any beautiful flower ; you were free from 
wilful sin. God gave you to this world, 
pure and good. Your body is God's 
work ; we are made in His image : there- 
fore your body belongs to God. In the 
Bible your body is called a temple of 
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God.^ Now in order to keep this temple 
of God's as pure and good as when He 
made it, you should study carefully, no 
matter how young you may be, these ten 
laws of God's, and daily try your best to 
follow them ; otherwise your body will 
soon get out of order and may be ruined. 
A ruined temple of God's is an awful 
thing 1 Think how sad it would make 
Him to see a temple of His in ruins. 
You see God wants to help you live your 
life in the right way. 

The first four rules in arithmetic, — ad- 
dition, subtraction, multiplication, and 
division, — ^are absolutely necessary for you 
to know before you can do any sum or 
example. God's laws, or the Ten Com- 
mandments, are just as necessary for you 
to know and follow before you can live a 
good, pure life. 

A house cannot be built without a 
foundation to rest upon, can it? Then 

» 1 CJor. 6 : 19. 
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be sure that the Ten Commandments are 
the foundation for our lives. 

QaestioTis 

1. What is a law ? 

2. What are God's laws ? 

3. In how many parts are they 
divided? 

4. What is the name of the first part ? 

5. What is the name of the second 
part? 

6. Why are they necessary for us ? 

Prayer 

Almighty God, make me realize that 
my body is a holy temple of Thine. Help 
me to keep it as pure and clean as when 
I first came into this world. Put it into 
my heart to study hard Thy laws, and 
make them the rules of my daily life, for 
Jesus' sake. Amen, 



CHAPTER III 

THE FIEST COMMANDMENT 

Thou shalt have no other gods before Me. — Kif^ James 
Version, 

I am the Lord thy God ; thon shalt have none other gods 
but Me. — The Booh of Common Prayer, 

The First Commandment begins with 
our first duty towards God. It tells us 
first, we should believe in God ; second, 
we should trust God; third, we should 
love God. If we did not believe in Him, 
we surely would not trust nor love Him, 
and if we did not trust and love Him, I 
doubt very much if we would honestly 
believe in Him. 

What does " to believe '* mean ? 

To be persuaded of the truth of some- 
thing. 

You have never seen God and neither 
have I. Yet every time you see yourself 
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you must surely believe in Him. Did He 
not make you? Every time you look 
about you, you again must believe in 
God, for you see His work in the 
flowers, trees, birds, and animals, the 
millions of stars, and the sun and moon. 
Could any one you ever knew make such 
wonderful things? No, indeed. These 
wonderful things force you to admit that 
there is a God, and make you believe in 
Him whether you want to or not. 

What does " to trust " mean ? 

To have perfect confidence in a person. 

A little child going in bathing at the sea- 
shore, will scream with delight when his 
father carries him in his arms out among 
the breakers. He knows his father loves 
him and will take good care of him, so he 
has confidence in him, and trusts him. 
Your trust in God should be even greater. 
You should have such trust in Him, that 
you will know His promises will come 
true ; and if you try to live according to 
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His laws, He will help you all the days 
of your life. 

How should you " love " God ? 

" God is love." If you believe in Him, 
and trust Him, you will surely love Him 
with your whole heart, and the more you 
love those about you and be kind and 
good to them, the more you will love 
God. 

Right here let me tell you the differ- 
ence between " love " and " like " ; and 
when you can use the word " love " and 
when you must not use it. Have you 
not often said, " I love candy," or " I 
love to play baseball " ? Is that cor- 
rect ? You can love God ; you can love 
your mother and father or any person, 
but you cannot love candy or baseball. 
When you say, " I love candy," you ap- 
pear to put candy on the same level as 
God, or your mother and father, which 
you did not mean to do. You can only 
like the taste of candy and the fun of 
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baseball. Don't forget, there is a great 

difference between "love" and "like." 

Think now, before you use either word. 

Never apply " love " to anything you eat, 

anything you wear, or any games you 

play. 
Now if you believe, trust, and love 

God with all your heart, there will be 

no one else you can possibly place before 

Him. He is the true God ; there is none 

other God but Him. 

Qiiestions 

1. Repeat the First Commandment. 

2. What does it tell us ? 

3. What does " to believe " mean ? 

4. What does " to trust " mean ? 

5. If we believe and trust, what else 
will we do ? 

6. When should we use the words 
" love " and " like " ? 

7. What is God to us ? 
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Prayer 

O God, I do believe in Thee, and trust 
Thee with all my heart. I beseech Thee, 
in Thy loving kindness, to put Thy 
Holy Spirit into my heart, that I may 
always worship Thee, in whose image I 
am made, and in whose great love, I pray 
always to be guided. I ask it for Jesus' 
sake. Amen. 



CHAPTER IV 

THE SECOND COMMANDMENT 

Thon shalt not make unto thee any graven image, or any 
likeness of any thing that is in heaven above, or that is in 
the earth beneath, or that is in the water under the earth : 
thon shalt not bow down thyself to them, nor serve them : 
for I the Lord thy God am a jealons God, visiting the in- 
iquity of the fathers upon the children unto the third and 
fourth generation of them that hate Me ; and shewing mercy 
unto thousands of them that love Me, and keep My com- 
mandments. — King James Version, 

Thou shalt not make to thyself any graven image, nor the 
likeness of any thing that is in heaven above, or in the earth 
beneath, or in the water under the earth ; thou shalt not bow 
down to them, nor worship them ; for I the Lord thy God 
am a jealous God, and visit the sins of the fathers upon the 
children, unto the third and fourth generation of them that 
hate Me ; and show mercy unto thousands in them that love 
Me and keep My commandments.— TA€ Book of Common 
Prayer, 

The Second Commandment is a very 
long one, because God wants us to under- 
stand plainly that we must worship none 
but Him. 

What does '^ to worship '* mean ? 
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The act of performing a devotional 
service to God. 

When the Israelites were slaves in 
Egypt, what did the Egyptians worship ? 
Idols, such as the sun, moon, stars, and 
all kinds of animals. No wonder God 
put in this Second Commandment, and 
told His people, the Israelites, not to 
worship anything that is on the earth, 
under the earth, in the waters, or in the 
sky, but only to worship Him, the 
true God. 

Do you know any boys or girls who 
worship idols now? I am very sorry 
to say that there are many, who while 
they do not worship the kind of things 
that the Egyptians did, still worship 
other things that are just as bad, for they 
love those things better than they love^ 
God. Have you ever known a boy who 
is very studious at school, and who is a 
good player at all sports, but who never 
goes to church or Sunday-school ? What 
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place has God in that boy's heart i^ 
Which is he worshipping, God, or the 
games and his studies? Many little 
girls like their dollies and their clothes 
much more than they love God. Are 
not these their idols? Some children 
scarcely ever think of God. Although 
they do not worship animals, the sun, 
moon, and stars, at the same time they 
are just as bad as those Egyptians. God 
wants us to worship Him only. When we 
place ourselves,- our clothes, our studies, 
our pleasures, first, and have no room in 
our hearts for Him, it makes Him very 
sorrowful ; in fact, it hurts Him terribly. 
God does not deny us pleasures and com- 
forts, but He wishes to be first in our 
hearts. 

When we worship God, we must give 
Him the best attention in mind and 
body that we can. Many boys and girls 
are slovenly and careless in Sunday- 
school, paying little or no attention to 
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the lesson, hymns, and prayers ; coming 
late and giving excuses to go home early. 
This is not worshipping God and doing 
your best for Him. 

When you come to Sunday-school, you 
must leave your week-day thoughts and 
plays outside, and remember you are in 
God's school, and give your teachers the 
very best attention that you can. 

When you go to church, bear in mind 
you are in God's house and be sure to 
leave behind the things you do in your 
daily life, and try your best to pay strict 
attention to all of the beautiful and in- 
structive service, and join in the prayers 
and hymns when you can. 

God says, "My Son, give Me Thine 
heart, and let Thine eyes observe My 
ways." ^ 

Questions 

1. Repeat the Second Commandment. 

2. What does " to worship " mean ? 

1 Proverbs 33 : 36. 
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3. What does this Commandment tell 
us not to do? 

4. Name some idols that boys and 
girls worship. 

5. How ought we to worship God ? 

6. What ought we to leave behind us, 
when we go to Sunday-school and attend 
church ? 

Prayer 

Gracious and loving Father, look down 
upon me. Thy little child. Thou art so 
kind as to bless me while at my lessons, 
and watch over me during my games, but 
O Father, help me that I may never like 
my lessons or my games better than I 
love Thee, for Thou art the only true God, 
and I want to love Thee above every- 
thing else, for Jesus' sake. Amen. 



CHAPTER V 

THE THIRD COMMANDMENT 

Thon shalt not take the name of the Lord thy God in 
vain : for the Lord will not hold him gniltless that taketh 
His name in vain. — King James Version. 

Thou shalt not take the name of the Lord thy God in vain ; 
for the Lord will not hold him gniltless, that taketh His 
name in vain. — The Book of Common Prayer, 

The Third Commandment tells us we 
must have great reverence for God, all 
that is about God, and all things that are 
holy. 

What does " reverence " mean ? 

Great respect for a holy being, thing, or 
place. 

How can we " reverence " God ? I 
want you to understand thoroughly that 
God is everywhere. He is with us in 
church and Sunday-school, in our homes, 
when we are out-of-doors, — in fact, all 
day and all night. It is so easy to forget 
that God is near us when we are reading 
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all sorts of books which are not helpful to 
us, and going to all kinds of places of 
amusement. 

Suppose a big boy was walking down 
the street with his little sister ; would he 
allow any one to speak rudely to her? 
Of course not, for he loves her too much. 
When he is away from that little sister he 
always speaks of her in loving and af- 
fectionate terms ; he would never think 
of speaking carelessly of her, or any- 
thing she has about her, nor would he 
allow any one else to do it. 

How often we speak thoughtlessly of 
God I For example, did you ever hear 
a person exclaim, " Good Heavens I " 
" Oh, glory 1 " ? Are not such expressions 
as these most irreverent ? Do you think 
it pleases God to hear you speak lightly 
of the name of His house, or His surround- 
ings? You would not dream of speaking 
carelessly of your mother, father, and sis- 
ters or brothers, but in speaking of your 
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Heavenly Father you sometimes forget. 
When we do or say anything which 
makes others laugh at what should be 
sacred, such as telling stories or asking 
questions in which God's name, His book, 
His day, His house, His angels, or His 
ministers are made fun of, we are doing 
very wrong, and deeply grieving God 
every time we do so. 

Now we come to a very important part 
of this Commandment. It is called 
"swearing." That is "taking God's 
name in vain." This is a habit with 
some people, especially growing boys. 
They think it very smart and big to use 
such dreadful words. When the large 
boys swear, the younger boys hear them ; 
then little by little the younger ones pick 
up the words, and finally they also fall 
into the habit. Do any of you boys want 
to help any friend of yours to form this 
bad habit ? Swearing is like the measles 
or whooping cough ; it is catching. 
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When you boys find out that your best 
friend or " chum " swears or " takes 
God's name in vain/' the only thing 
for you to do is to "quit him," for if 
you keep on going with him, you will 
be as bad as he is ; you will catch the 
disease. You often hear men take 
"God's name in vain," when they are 
angry, or very mad at anything. Have 
you not heard a man swear at his horse 
or dog? Does this not show that he 
is a very bad-natured man? By such 
words the horse may go faster, the dog 
may be scared into doing as the man 
wishes, but alas, the God of heaven and 
earth hears His name " taken in vain," in 
order to make a horse go faster, or a dog 
do something. Do you realize that your 
little tongue is one of the servants in 
your temple and that, if you do not watch 
it carefully, you can sin terribly ? 
The Bible ^ gives us a beautiful little 

^ Psalm 141 : 3. 
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verse about watching our tongue. Could 
you not repeat it once in a while with 
your evening prayer ? 

*' Set a watch, O Lord, before my 
mouth ; keep the door of my lips." 

Qy^estions 

1. Repeat the Third Commandments 

2. What two things does it tell us ? 

3. What does " reverence " mean ? 

4. What must we avoid when telling 
stories ? 

5. What is "taking God^s name in 
vain " ? 

6. What little part of our temple 
ought we to watch carefully ? 

Prayer 

Merciful Father, help me to reverence 
Thy holy name, so that I will never use 
it carelessly. Teach me to love and re- 
spect Thy dwelling place, Thy Bible and 
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all church services. Keep me from 
thoughtlessness about these things, and 
from hurrying through my prayers, for 
Jesus' sake. Amen. 






CHAPTER VI 

THE FOURTH COMMANDMBlSrT 

Bemember the sabbath day, to keep it holy. Six days 
shalt thou labonr, and do all thy work : but the seventh 
day is the sabbath of the Lord thy God : in it thou shalt not 
do any work; thon, nor thy son, nor thy daughter, thy man- 
servant, nor thy maid-servant, nor thy cattle, nor thy 
stranger that is within thy gates : For in six days the Lord 
made heaven and earth, the sea, and all that in them is, and 
rested the seventh day : wherefore the Lord blessed the sab- 
bath day and hallowed it. — King James Version. 

Bemember that thou keep holy the Sabbath-day. Six 
days shalt thou labonr, and do all that thou hast to do ; 
but the seventh day is the Sabbath of the Lord thy God. 
In it thou shalt do no manner of work ; thou, and thy son, 
and thy daughter, thy man-servant, and thy maid-servant, 
thy cattle, and the stranger that is within thy gates. For in 
six days the Lord made heaven and earth, the sea, and all 
that in them is, and rested the seventh day : wherefore the 
Lord blessed the seventh day, and hallowed it. — The Book of 
Common Prayer, 

The Fourth Commandment tells us to 
keep the Sabbath day holy. 

Let us begin at the very beginning : 
How many days are there in a week? 
Seven days. How long did it take God 
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to make the world? Six days. Let us 
see what He did each day. 

*The first day He made day and night. 

The second day He made the firma- 
ment ; the sky, as we call it. 

The third day He made the land, water, 
and all the vegetable growth, which is 
the trees, flowers, grass, and such like. 

The fourth day He made the sun, 
moon, and all the stars. 

The fifth day He made all the creatures 
that live in the air and in the water, the 
birds and the fishes. 

The sixth day He made all the animals 
and creatures that live on the land, and 
He also made a man and a woman, whom 
He called Adam and Eve. 

What did God do on the seventh day ? 
He rested. He had finished the great 
work of creating the world. Why did 
God rest on the seventh day ? He stopped 
working and rested because He wanted us 

'Geneflu 1. 
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to do the same. He gives us six days to 
do all our work and play all we want, but 
the seventh day He wants us to devote 
(that is, give up entirely) to Him. God 
did something more than rest on the 
seventh day ; He blessed that day. He 
made it a holy-day. 

Now if God blessed a certain day and 
made it a holy-day, are we not doing 
very wrong if we do not keep it as a holy- 
day? 

How should we keep the seventh day 
holy? 

Bear in mind that it is the one day Qod 
set apart or told us to devote to Him. He 
tells us we have six days to do all kinds 
of work, and amuse ourselves as we see 
fit, but the seventh day, we must give 
all to Him. 

Suppose a little friend asked if you 
wanted a bite of her stick of candy or her 
apple, and you not only took a bite but ran 
off and ate it all I What a very selfish 
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thing to do. Are we not doing very much 
the same thing to God ? He gives us six 
days to do as we want, and asks us to keep 
only one day for Him, but we do not do 
it at all ; we use the six days for ourselves 
and the seventh also. We are just like 
the girl with the candy or the apple ; we 
take what was given to us, and more be- 
sides. 

Did you ever stay away from church 
and Sunday-school, in order to coast 
down hill, skate, play, go in swimming, 
or study your lessons ? All this is very 
wrong, and you sin every time you do 
these things. 

What do you do during the week ? Go 
to school. If you go to school five days 
out of the seven in order to become edu- 
cated men and women, then on Sunday 
you ought to be willing to put aside your 
week-day books and pleasures and go to 
God's school to learn to become Christians. 
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You should read God's Book and only 
other books that will help you to live 
better lives. 

Have you ever read Bunyan's "Pil- 
grim's Progress/' Weed's "Life of St. 
Paul " and of other great men in Bible 
history, Foster's " Story of the Gospel," or 
his famous " Story of the Bible " ? If 
not, read them at once. During the week 
you read the lives of heroes and great men 
in history ; then on Sunday, read the 
lives of the Bible heroes. 

Let me make another suggestion : Begin 
now to make a collection of the beautiful 
Perry pictures of all the Bible stories and 
heroes that you know; then look over 
them each Sunday ; it will not only teach 
you, but interest you as well. Just as 
your studies through the week help to 
develop your mind, so doing these things 
on Sunday will help educate your heart, 
and make you a better boy or girl. 
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Sunday is sometimes called the Sabbath. 
Both are correct, but Sunday is more 
used. It should be called " a Bright 
Day," for it ought to be the brightest day 
of the seven. Is not the sun the very 
brightest thing you have ever seen ? And 
do we not call God's Day, Sun-day? 
Learn to keep God's Day holy while you 
are young ; then when you are grown up, 
Sunday will certainly be a holy-day to 
you. 

Questions 

1. Eepeat the Fourth Commandment. 

2. What did God do six days ? 

3. What did God do on the last day, 
the seventh day ? 

4. What ought we to do on this day ? 

5. If you go to a week-day school, 
what other school ought you to attend 
also, and why ? 

6. Give the names by which this day 
is known. 
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Prayer 

Almighty God, who rested, then 
blessed and made holy the Sabbath Day, 
kindle in me a desire to lay aside all work 
and weekly pleasures. Put into my 
heart a willingness to attend Thy school, 
and Thy church services, so that I may 
truly become a faithful Christian soldier, 
for Jesus' sake. Amen. 



CHAPTER VII 

THE FIFTH COMMAITOMENT 

Honour thy father and thy mother : that thy days may be 
long upon the land which the Lord thy God giveth thee. — 
King James Vernon. 

Honour thy father and thy mother ; that thy days may be 
long in the land which the Lord thy God giveth thee. — The 
Book of Common Prayer. 

I TOLD you in the second lesson that 
these commandments were divided into 
two parts : our duty towards God, and 
our duty towards our neighbour. We 
have just finished about our duty towards 
God. The first four Commandments 
point out that to us. Now we take up 
the last six, which tell us our duty to- 
wards our neighbour. 

Who are our " neighbours " ? 

Perhaps you think they are only the 
people living next door to us. By no 
means. The people on the same street, 
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in the same city, in the cities all around 
us, and even those people who live on 
other continents ; in fact, any one we can 
help is " our neighbour." Every one 
who lives on this earth is " our neigh- 
bour," it makes no difference whether we 
know them or not. 

Some day on your way to school you 
may see an old man or woman or little 
child who would like to be helped across 
the street. Now is your time to step 
forward and offer assistance. That old 
man or woman or little child is your 
neighbour, because they need help. It 
is your duty to help them. You un- 
derstand, now, who are your neighbours, 
and that it is your duty to help them 
whenever you can possibly do so. 

You have some very near and dear 
neighbours of whom I have not yet 
spoken. The Fifth Commandment deals 
chiefly with them. Can any of you tell 
me who they are ? 
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Our parents ; in other words, our 
mother and our father. The Fifth Com- 
mandment is the first Commandment to 
tell us our duty towards " our neighbour." 
It tells us to honour our parents. 

What does " to honour " mean ? 

" To honour " means to show respect. 
Do we always show our dear parents the 
respect that is due them ? I fear we do 
not. Have you not often seen little chil- 
dren kicking and screaming on the floor 
because their mother wishes them to go 
to bed, or wants them to stop doing some- 
thing that is probably naughty? Is 
that honouring their mother ? What do 
you think? Would you not call that 
bad temper and disrespect ? Little chil- 
dren can show just as much respect to 
their parents as older children. How 
about the boy or girl who when they 
have been told to do something they do 
not want to do, turns sharply on their 
mother or father, and exclaims, " No, I 
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won't " ; or when they have been corrected 
for some misbehaviour, say something 
equally disrespectful ? 

When we grow up, we are very sorry for 
all the cruel things we have said to our 
dear parents. 

There are two more ways of honouring 
our parents : we can love them, and we 
can help them. 

How can we love our parents ? True 
love is shown by acts ; that is, giving up 
our own wishes, to please and obey the 
wishes of our parents. They know what 
is best for us, and if we want anything 
badly, and they say " No,** it is because 
their judgment is far better than our judg- 
ment. It is our duty to give in to them 
at once, to obey them ; otherwise our love 
is not true love. 

Do you realize that the person we love 
most on earth, is sometimes very apt to 
be ourselves ? If we would only love our 
parents as well as we sometimes love 
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ourselves, how much happier we would 
make them I 

How can we help our parents ? When 
we are young and helpless, who does 
everything for us ? Our parents. When 
we grow older and they ask us to help 
them, are we always willing ? 

There are many ways in which boys 
and girls can help their parents. Instead 
of spending all the holiday in play, the 
girls many times can assist in the house- 
work, and the boys can run errands, and 
in that way save mother from working so 
hard. 

When you grow up and earn your own 
living, be sure to share your money with 
your parents. You may grow very rich 
and have some great position, but never 
forget your parents, never be ashamed of 
them, even if they are poor and are not 
as well educated as yourself. Remember 
all the time what they have done for you, 
for it is very often through them that you 
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have gained your success in life, your 
money, or your position. 

If we love, honour, and try to help our 
dear father and mother all our life long, 
God then promises us He will surely 
bless us. 

Q^esti(m8 

1. What does the Fifth Command- 
ment begin ? 

2. What does " our neighbour " mean ? 

3. Who are your dearest and nearest 
neighbours ? 

4. Repeat the Fifth Commandment. 

5. What does " honour " mean ? 

6. How can we show our love for our 
parents ? 

7. How can we help our parents ? 

Prayer 

Lord God Almighty, who hast com- 
manded me to honour my father and my 
mother, graciously hear me as I commend 
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them to Thy loving mercy. Reward 
them with all good things, for the great 
care, trouble, and grief they have borne 
on my account. Give them here all 
things needful for soul and body, through 
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 



CHAPTER VIII 

THE SEKTH COMMANDMENT 

Thon shalt noi kill. — King James Version, 

Thon shalt do no mnrder. — The Book of Common Prayer, 

The Sixth Commandment tells us not 
to kill or murder any of our neighbours. 

What does *'to kill" or "murder" 
mean? 

To take the life of a human being. 

Have any of you ever murdered any one ? 
" No," you will at once exclaim, " I have 
never murdered any one and never will be 
so wicked." But let me tell you we have 
all broken this Commandment. Strange, 
is it not ? No wonder you look surprised. 
We are told not to take a human life ; 
this also means not to get angry with our 
neighbours. When we give ourselves up 
to anger, we feel so wicked that we really 
do not know what we are saying or do- 
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ing. Many times in these angry mo- 
ments, the desire to strike, for instance, 
is so great that we do it, much to our sor- 
row afterwards. Even a single blow does 
great injury, sometimes even resulting in 
death. Again, during these angry mo- 
ments if we do not strike out with our 
fists, we strike with our tongue, thereby 
stabbing our neighbour a cruel blow in 
the heart, and inflicting probably a deeper 
wound than if we had struck him with 
our fist. In the last lesson we learned 
that the person we are very apt to love 
most on earth is ourself. Now, if we 
love our neighbours as ourselves, do you 
think there would be any angry feelings 
in our hearts ? Of course not 1 If mur- 
der comes through getting angry with a 
person, what causes the anger? It is 
usually the result of a quarrel. Have 
you not often watched little children at 
their play? At first, all is peace and 
sunshine, but presently one of the chil- 
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dren wants to " boss," or have more than 
his share of whatever they are playing. 
A dispute is started, which ends in a quar- 
rel, every one getting mad. Some begin 
to cry and the play ends. Is not this so ? 
See what quarrels are bound to bring; 
bad feelings, angry words, and sometimes 
blows, or a fight. 

Now, all fighting is not wicked. 
Soldiers have to fight when their country 
is at war. A boy who will fight the 
bully, in order to stand up for a little 
chap, is a brave boy. Again, a boy who 
will fight to save a dumb creature from 
cruel boys, is doing right ; but the boy 
who deliberately fights another boy, j ust 
because he has some spite against him, or 
wants to '* get square" with him for some 
ofience, is then surely doing what is not 
right. 

Don't forget that God made all living 
creatures as well as human beings, and 
we ought to feel that life in these dumb 



118 SHORT LESSON TALKS 

creatures should be protected and not ill- 
used or tormented. Read such books as 
" Black Beauty/' by Anna Sewall ; 
" Beautiful Joe/' by Marshall Saunders ; 
'* Pussy Meow/' by S. Louise Patteson. 
They will tell you that animals have feel- 
ings the same as we have. Some children 
take pleasure in robbing every bird's nest 
they see, or in teasing, that is, torment- 
ing and hurting, dumb creatures. If they 
do this while they are young, that cruel 
and wicked spirit will increase in their 
hearts and when they are grown older 
they may some day get into a quarrel 
with a neighbour, become very angry, 
lose their temper, and the result may be 
murder. 

QU'Cstions 

1. Repeat the Sixth Commandment. 

2. What does " to kill " or " murder ',' 
mean? 

3. What else does this Commandment 
teach us ? 



J 
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4. What is the usual result of a quarrel ? 

5. When is it a right thing for a boy 
to fight ? 

6. What else should we consider " our 
neighbours " besides human beings ? 

PrayefT 

Loving and gentle Father, give me a 
loving and gentle nature ; take from me 
all desire for revenge ; give me the spirit 
to bear patiently all wrongs done to me, 
and let me never forget that all Thy 
dumb creatures are also my neighbours, 
for Jesus' sake. Amen. 



CHAPTER IX 

THE SEVENTH COMMANDMENT 

Thou ahalfc not oommit adultery.— Ztti^ James Version, 
Thou ahalt not oommit adultery. — The Book of Common 
Prayer, 

The Seventh Commandment tells us to 
keep this body-temple of ours pure. 

What does " pure " mean ? 

Free from soil or stains. 

What is " soil " ? Soil is that which 
covers anything; dirt, in other words. 
God made our temple free from soil. 
Have we always kept it so? Of course 
not. No one ever can ; but, with a little 
soap and water, we can certainly wash off 
the dirt. 

Have you ever been sent from the 
dinner-table because your face and hands 
were dirty ? or did you ever go to Sunday- 
school with soiled face and hands ? It is 
bad enough to go to your table unwashed. 
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but it is far worse to go to God's school 
unwashed. It is very rude to God and to 
your parents, and those who have done so 
should be heartily ashamed of themselves. 

Dirt on all parts of our bodies can be 
washed oflF in order to keep them pure and 
clean. How about the stains on our 
temple ? 

What is a " stain " ? 

A stain is the change of color on a piece 
of material or any article. You know 
how hard it is to remove a stain from a 
piece of cloth, and sometimes you cannot 
get it out, no matter how hard you 
work. 

So it is with the stains (which are our 
sins) in our temple. Oftentimes those 
sins which have become so black that we 
cannot rub the stain out of them, have 
changed the expression of our faces with- 
out our being aware of it. 

Listen carefully now, while I explain 
how this can be, for it applies just as well 
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to me as to you boys and girls. Suppose 
we did a wrong or bad thing ; that bad- 
ness would at once be seen in our faces 
by those we love, and by Some One Else 
also — by God. No matter how well we 
curled or brushed our hair, what sort of 
a bow or cap we had on, how pretty a 
smile or manly a look we assumed, the 
badness would still be seen, and it would 
remain there until we were heartily 
ashamed and sorry for the wrong or bad 
action, and went and asked forgiveness, 
not only of the one whom we had 
wronged or disobeyed, but also of God. 
Then, and not until then, will that look 
leave us, and our own face or expression 
come back. 

Our temple has so many windows and 
doors by which the impure can fly in and 
make a stain 1 For instance, our two 
eyes : are they not windows that can open 
and shut at will ? Do we have to look at 
impure things, unless we want to ? When 
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children tempt you to look at things you 
know are wrong, close your windows 
tight, and run from them; otherwise a 
stain might be made. 

Our ears are two doors. We cannot 
open and shut them, but if we want to we 
can be deaf; we should then leave the 
place where we hear words, songs, and 
stories that are impure ; otherwise a stain 
might appear in our temple. 

Then we have a mouth, a door surely 
that can be guided by our will. What a 
lot of harm it can do if we do riot watch 
it carefully I So many times songs, — even 
beautiful ones — are stripped of their words 
and made impure by wrong words being 
put in their place. It seems that some 
boys (girls are not often so inclined) can- 
not sing anything but that sort of a song. 
If you listen, possibly you will be singing 
it yourself. How easy it is to pick up 
that kind of a song. 

Impure stories greatly amuse some 
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children, and nothing delights a bad boy 
or girl more than to tell impure stories to 
some good boy or girl. 

Never look at anything, never listen to 
a song or story, and never tell to an- 
other what you would not like to re- 
peat to or tell your mother or father. 
Now, whenever you do hear or see any- 
thing that you know is impure or you 
think sounds queer or mysterious to you, 
what is the best thing for you to do? 
Let me tell you, and never forget as 
] long as you live. Go straight to your 
I mother or father and tell them all about 
it. They will at once explain what may 
' be queer or mysterious to you. Never 
have any secrets from your parents, good 
or bad. Some children think it all right 
to keep things told to them from their 
parents. But it is not right. Every im- 
pure secret you keep to yourself makes 
the stain in your temple all the harder to 
remove. 
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Boys and girls who tell everything to 
their parents and make companions of 
them, show that they are trying to keep 
their temples pure. With God's help and 
the loving and kind advice of their 
parents, they can, without a doubt, suc- 
ceed. 

By this time you must surely under- 
stand how all kinds of impurities can fly 
in through your eyes, your ears, and come 
out through your mouth. Before I close, 
let me remind you of another servant in 
your temple by which the impure can fly 
in. What is it ? Your nose. Why did 
I not mention this'servant to you in the 
beginning of this talk ? Because we all 
protect our noses, and will not allow the 
impure to fly in through them. 

Suppose any of you were in a room and 
suddenly smelt a very bad smell. What 
would you do ?'^ Hold on to your nose, so 
that the impurity could not get into your 
temple, and rush at once from that room. , ^ 
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Yet, in that very same room you would 
be very apt to remain to listen to a bad 
story, or look at an impure picture, or 
probably sing an unclean song. Do try, 
hereafter, to protect your eyes, your ears, 
and your mouth from impurities with 
just the same care as you always protect 
your nose. ^ -'^'^Ni . ^^ ^*' ^ -^^ '"^ - \K<r>$,e ") 

Q^€sti(m8 

1. Repeat the Seventh Command- 
ment. 

2. What does " pure " mean ? 

3. What does " soil " mean ? 

4. What is a " stain " ? 

5. Tell me some ways in which we 
can stain our temple. 

6. How can we keep our temples free 
from stains ? 

7. Name the servant in your temple 
that you always protect from all im- 
purities. 
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Prayer 

O merciful and all kind Father, inas- 
much as Thou hast made my body a 
temple for Thy .Holy Spirit to indwell, 
wash my heart from all sin ; watch over 
my eyes, my ears, and especially my 
mouthj^so that they may always be 
found pure, for Jesus' sake. Amen. 






CHAPTER X 

THE EIGHTH COMMANDMENT 

Tbon shalt not steal. — King James Venion, 

Thon shalt not steal.— 2^ Book of Common Prayer. 

The Eighth Commandment tells us 
not to steal anything from our neigh- 
bours. 

What does " to steal " mean ? 

To take anything without right or 
permission. 

This Commandment is for only two of 
the servants belonging to our temple, and 
it tells us to keep them clean. What 
servants are they? Our hands. In 
order to keep our hands perfectly clean, 
we must never take anything that does 
not belong to us without the owner's 
permission, or take anything without 
giving a return ; otherwise we steal. 

Now there are a number of ways in 
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which we can steal. For instance, 
deliberate taking, helping yourself to 
anything without the owner's permission, 
cheating or deceit, betting, matching 
pennies, and running into debt. 

Would any of you boys or girls delib- 
erately go to my pocketbook or hand-bag 
and take some money ? No, you would 
not, for you would say it was stealing, 
and yet on your way home if you passed 
a man's orchard or garden you would not 
hesitate a moment to take his fruit or 
flowers. Suppose the man should see 
you, and yell out, "Stop thief!" He 
would be right; you would be a thief. 
What a dreadful name to be called I 

School seems to be a great place for 
helping one's self to little things. Pen- 
cils, pens, paper, blotters, knives, and ink- 
bottles are taken out of desks ; even 
recitation books sometimes disappear. 
Rainy days make some children very 
careless indeed. Rubbers and uijabrellas 
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cannot be found by their owners, because 
somebody has taken one or the other by 
mistake. The next day being fair, you 
forget to bring the article back to school, 
and so each day you don't remember 
about it until at length you forget 
entirely you ever took it at all. 

Cheating or being deceitful is another 
form of stealing. Don't take advantage 
of one another. Be perfectly fair in all 
your dealings ; in your play, in your 
recitations, in your examinations, or 
whatever you are doing. 

To bet on games or anything else is 
not right, for you do not give something 
in return for what you have received. 

Matching pennies or playing games for 
prizes is certainly wrong, for if you win, 
you get some money or a pretty thing, 
and you have given really nothing in 
return. You were successful only 
because you were brighter, luckier, or 
guessed better than your neighbour. 
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To run into debt is a form of stealing. 
You go to a store to buy something 
when you have not the money to pay 
for it ; you /* charge " it. You hope to 
pay for it to-morrow, but perhaps you 
may not receive your spending money 
until the end of the week or the month. 
After a while, you have eaten or worn 
out what you have bought, yet the 
things are still unpaid for. If you could 
only see what a bad habit this is, you 
would then surely make up your mind 
never to buy anything unless you paid 
for it at once, and in after years you 
would avoid running into debt- Why ? 
Because you would never owe money 
when you were young, and the older you 
would grow, the greater dislike you 
would have for debt. 

While you are young, you must learn 
to be fair in everything, and it will be- 
come part of your nature later on. If we 
steal in little ways while we are children. 
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the habit will grow and grow until it gets 
so big we seem not to be able to stop it. 

Questions 

1. Repeat the Eighth Commandment. 

2. What does " to steal "mean? 

3. What two servants is this Com- 
mandment written for ? 

4. Tell me some ways in which we 
can steal. 

5. While we are young, what must 
we learn to be ? 

6. What will be the result if we fail 
in this ? 

Prayer 

Dear Heavenly Father, make me true 
and just in all my dealings ; teach me to 
hate anything that I may get unfairly ; 
teach me to watch my hands, so that they 
may always be clean in Thy sight and in 
the sight of all my companions, for Jesus' 
sake. Amen. 



CHAPTER XI 

THE NIKTH COMMANDMENT 

Thon shalt not bear false witness against thy neighbour. — 
King Jamca Version, 

Thou shalt not bear false witness against thy neighbour. — 
JTie Book of Common Prayer. 

The Ninth Commandment tells us not 
to " bear false witness against " our 
neighbour. 

What is a " witness " ? 

A " witness " is a person who has seen 
or has a personal knowledge of an event. 

A " false witness " is a person who has 
not seen nor heard the thing and says 
he has seen or heard it. 

This Commandment points to a tiny 
little servant in our temple and tells us to 
keep it clean. What servant is it ? Our 
tongue. 

It certainly can make a lot of trouble 
in many ways. Let me tell you some of 
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the every-day ways in which this little 
servant can make trouble. By whining, 
by tattling, by gossiping, by exaggerating, 
and by lying. 

Let us begin when you are quite 
young. What do you do then? Why, 
you whine out what you want to say. Is 
that not true ? God gave you a beautiful 
voice, and you spoil it by whining instead 
of talking in your natural tones. A 
whining child is a very disagreeable 
child, I assure you. Stop before you 
speak after this, and remember you are 
spoiling the voice that God gave you if 
you whine. 

How about the tattle-tale ? Shame to 
the boy or girl who cannot play with other 
children for any length of time with- 
out running and telling tales on them I 
Can't you play peacefully without grow- 
ing quarrelsome ? And if you do have 
any trouble, try to settle it among your- 
selves without running and tattling. It 
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does very little good in the end, and is 
sure to make the mother to whom you 
have complained think you a " big baby," 
and cause all the rest of the children to 
call you a " tattle-tale." Of course, if * 
any wrong has been done, go and tell 
that, but this constant "I'll tell your 
mother on you," is another bad habit. 

When you speak of your little play- 
mates, how do you do it ? Pleasantly or 
unpleasantly ? You should always try to 
speak of them in a nice way. When you 
do repeat anything about them, is it 
always just what you have seen, or what 
has been told to you? This is gossip. 

What does " exaggeration " mean ? 

Exaggeration means adding to, or 
piling on. When you see or hear any- 
thing about a playmate and are going to 
repeat it to another, be very sure to tell 
exactly what you have seen, or heard ; no 
more, no less. This fault of exaggerating 
grows, until finally some children cannot 
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repeat what they hear, or tell exactly 
what they see to save their lives. This 
does a vast amount of harm. When you 
repeat or tell anything to a playmate, and 
she in turn repeats it to another play- 
mate, exaggerating here and there, it may 
finally end in a fearful lie. Hereafter, I 
want you boys and girls to make up your 
minds never to repeat anything about 
any one, especially if the story is mean or 
bad, but if you do, don't fail to tell the 
name of the one who told you. The boy 
or girl who says to another, " I heard 
something about you, but I won't tell 
you what it is, or who told me," and 
then looks in such a way that it makes 
the other child feel it must be some- 
thing dreadful, is most certainly doing a 
very unchristian act. 

What is a " lie " ? 

Anything you know is not true, but 
you say is true, is a lie. When a small 
child tells an untruth, it is sometimes 
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called a " little fib " ; when a trifle older, 
these untruths are sometimes called 
'* white lies." Children, they are nothing 
more nor less than " lies." Have any of 
you ever told a lie? Yes, I know you 
have, for there are very few persons who 
have never told a lie, because we can lie 
in so many different ways. We can lie 
by telling half of the truth ; we can lie by 
keeping perfectly quiet; we can lie by 
smiling ; by leaving the room, and in 
many other ways as you can easily see for 
yourselves. 

If a person once lies to you, it is very 
hard for you to trust him afterwards. 
Lying is a fearful sin and keeps increasing 
until we seem not to be able to tell the 
truth. We can deceive others, but we 
cannot deceive God. He always knows 
whether we are lying or not. 

Always look people squarely in the face, 
when you speak to them. Beware of the 
boy or girl who looks all about, when 
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telling you anything. Greatly admire 
the one who tells the truth, and sticks 
to it, no matter what it costs. 

One of the grandest things you can 
have said about you is this : " So and 
so's word you can always depend upon." 

Questions 

1. Repeat the Ninth Commandment. 

2. What is " a false witness " ? 

3. What servant does this Command- 
ment point to ? 

4. Name some ways this servant can 
make trouble. 

5. What is gossiping ? 

6. How can we lie ? 

7. What would you like people to say 
about you ? 

Prayer 

God, whose name is Truth, help me, 
I beg of Thee, always to speak the truth, 
and nothing but the truth ; to hate a lie ; 
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to avoid gossiping and exaggerating. 
Give me courage never to be afraid to 
stand for the right and the truth, for 
Jesus' sake. Amen. 



CHAPTER XII 

THE TENTH COMMANDMENT 

Thon shaU not oovet thy neighbour's house, thon shalt not 
covet thy neighbour's wife, nor his man-servant, nor his 
maid-servant, nor his ox, nor his ass, nor anything that is thy 
neighbour's. — King James VersUm, 

Thon shalt not covet thy neighbour's house, thou shalt not 
covet thy neighbour's v^ife, norhisservant) nor his maid, nor 
bis ox, nor his ass, nor anything that is his. — The Book of 
Common Prayer, 

The Tenth Commandment tells us not 
to covet anything belonging to our neigh- 
bours. 

What does " to covet " mean ? 

To wish or long for a thing belonging 
to some one else. This Commandment 
deals with something entirely within our 
temple, and tells us to keep a watch upon 
it. What is it? Our brain. Have you 
a clear idea what your brain is to you ? 
Let me explain : Can a steamboat run by 
itself? No, it has to have some machin- 
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ery. Now, the brain is your machinery. 
You could do nothing unless you had a 
brain. Watch a baby, as he begins to do 
different things : first he only gazes about ; 
then he tries to hold something in his 
tiny hand ; and after a while when you 
put him on his feet, he tries to use his 
legs in order to walk. Does this not show 
that the baby's brain is developing, that 
is, growing. 

Don't you see how important it is for you 
to have a pure brain ? Without it you can 
well imagine the many wicked things you 
would wish to do. What great thing 
must we avoid in order to keep our brain 
pure ? We must be happy with what we 
have, and what we do. We must not 
covet the things that other children have. 
We can admire, if we wish, their homes 
and clothes, or enjoy hearing about their 
travels and excursions ; in fact, all the 
things that other children have and are 
able to do ; but we must try not to wish 
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that the things belonged to us or that we 
could go to those places. If we keep on 
longing for a thing that belongs to another, 
what will happen? Our brain keeps 
wanting to have that particular thing. 
Finally it moves our hands to take that 
thing ; and what is that ? Stealing I We 
cannot possibly steal or sin in any other 
way, without the wish first being in our 
brain. 

Can a brain like that be pure ? It is 
all right to want a sled like the one 
Frank's father gave him for Christmas, 
Go to your father and tell him you are 
anxious for a sled just like Frank's. But 
suppose your father says you will be 
obliged to wait until next Christmas be- 
fore you can have such a sled ; then be sure 
to put the wish out of your brain at once, 
otherwise you will surely covet the sled, 
and perhaps a wrong act will follow. 

Our life is what we make it, and if we 
keep coveting the things our friends have, 
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we are bound to be miserable, and prob- 
ably will make all those about us as 
miserable. All this is the result of our 
brain coveting. A pure brain will never 
covet. 

A good way to stop coveting is to keep 
ourselves occupied, that is, always doing 
something. Idle childre^ are bound to 
get into mischief sooner or later. 

Right here let me tell you of three 
things that you must always keep in mind, 
no matter what else you are obliged to 
do. 

First : Give your Heavenly Father 
your best and most unselfish love. 

Second : Be sure to say your prayers 
night and morning. 

Third : Share your pennies and good 
things with those who have neither money 
nor good things, and then you will enjoy 
what you have so much more. 

You understand, now, how wrong it is 
to covet what your friends may have, but 



144 SHORT LESSON TALKS 

before I close I will tell you of something 
which it is right that you should covet. 
It is some good or nice thing about a boy 
or girl. You must surely have some 
friends that you admire very much. I 
do not mean because they may wear fine 
clothes, are rich, and such like, but be- 
cause they try to be Christian boys and 
girls. You should covet their strong 
faith in God, their obedience to their 
parents, and their daily efforts to try to 
live according to the Ten Laws that God 
wrote. 

Watch those children by all means ; 
covet their faith, their obedience, and 
their efforts to be good. It will help to 
make your brain pure, because you will 
try to become like them, and do as they 
do. 

Q!iiestion8 

1. Repeat the Tenth Commandment. 

2. What does " to covet " mean ? 
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3. What servant in our temple does it 
point out ? 

4. What is it to us ? 

5. Why is covetousness sin ? 

6. What should we covet in a friend ? 

Prayer 

Dear Heavenly Father, guard me 
against all covetous desires. Make me 

* 

happy with my own life. Give me a 
generous spirit to rejoice when others are 
praised. Bestow upon me a cheerful, 
contented, and kindly disposition, for 
Jesus' sake. Amen. 



CHAPTER XIII 

SUMMAEY 

Our last lesson was on the Tenth Com- 
mandment, the final and last law that 
God gave to "His chosen people," the 
Israelites. Let us now look over these 
ten laws carefully. You all very well 
know that you cannot work out the cor- 
rect answer to any example in arithmetic 
without understanding and then applying 
the rules. The correct answer must be 
the direct result of the applied rules. 
This is perfectly clear to you, is it not ? 
You also must now understand that in 
order to live a good, pure life, the kind of 
a life that God wants us to live, we must 
thoroughly understand His rules or laws, 
and daily try to put them into practice ; 
otherwise our life is not the life He wants. 

God's laws or Commandments can be 
broken in so many, many ways, as you 
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have now been taught. No wonder we 
feel as if these laws were too many to re- 
member, and are entirely too hard to 
practice. Nevertheless, they are by no 
means too many to remember, nor too 
hard to practice, because God never gives 
us any task that is too difficult for us to 
perform. It all depends upon whether 
we want to do it or not. If we do not 
want to do a thing, the task seems hard ; 
if we do want to do it, or are willing to 
try, the task seems not so difficult to ac- 
complish after all. We may fail many 
times but the only thing to do is to keep 
on trying. God will surely help us if we 
will only ask Him. All He wants is the 
sincere desire and a willing spirit on our 
part. Suppose now, I ask you a few lead- 
ing questions on the Ten Commandments. 

Questions 

1. Into how many parts are the Ten 
Commandments divided ? 
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2. Name them. 

3. What Commandments compose 
part first ? 

4. What does the First Command- 
ment tell us ? 

5. What does the Second Command- 
ment tell us ? 

6. What does the Third Command- 
ment tell us ? 

7. What does the Fourth Command- 
ment tell us ? 

8. What Commandments compose 
part second ? 

9. Who are " our neighbours " ? 

10. What does the Fifth Command- 
ment tell us ? 

11. What does the Sixth Command- 
ment tell us ? 

12. What does the Seventh Command- 
ment tell us ? 

13. What does the Eighth Command- 
ment tell us ? 
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14. What does the Ninth Command- 
ment tell us ? 

15. What does the Tenth Command- 
ment tell us ? 

Prayer 

Lord, have mercy upon me, and im- 
print Thy laws so deeply within my 
heart, that as I grow older day by day, 
and year by year, my life and what I do 
will show that I fully understand and am 
trying to put into practice the Ten Com- 
mandments. For Jesus' sake. Amen. 

Psalm 119 

Teach me, O Lord, the way of Thy stat- 
utes ; and I shall keep it unto the end. 
Give me understanding, and I shall keep 
Thy law ; yea, I shall observe it with my 
whole heart. Make me to go in the path 
of Thy commandments ; for therein do I 
delight. 
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theirs is the kingdom of heayen, 

false -ly for my sake. A- men. 
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Th« Lord !■ aaj tlMplierd; I 



■h«U not want; 



^ 




i 



He malwth bm to lt« down in green pMtnrei^ He leedeth me bo - 
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fl ilde the idll waten, He re - itoreth mj aool. 
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HeletdethmelnthepathorrighteoiuDeei for hie neme*B ntke. 
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/ Tee, though I welk through the Telley of the \ f^^ _ _ ^«n 
1 shadow of death, I will J- rear no otu. 



